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ITINERARY

3/12 Flight CopenhagehondonDalbs (15.1517.30}San
Antonio(18.40). Pickedup Hertzcar and dove to nearby 5 —
Hill Countryin & Suite{San Antonia) pe— £ 1

4/12 Early morning aroundlill Country Inn & SuitgSan ' -
Antonio), drive to outlet S of Austin, drive to Rockp(ir8- \
19) with arrival in torrential rainStayed at Lighthouse Inn. < '

5/12 Around Lighthouse Inn 608.45 Rockpor}, boattrip from [ \
Rockport to AransaNational Wildlife Refugé9.0012.20), ,‘ —_— National‘;
drive to AransadlWR (1415), AransadNWR(15-17.15) [ wildife Refuge /
Stayed at Lighthouse Inn. [

6/12 Morning in Rockportdrive to Harlingen with stop day-by
south of Sarita, drive to South Padre Island with a few sto
stay atLaguna Madrend briefly athe Mexican Gulf coast
Finallya brief stop E of Laguna Vista by sun%@it to an
outlet near McAllenOvernight say in6 Motel in McAllen.

7112 Bentsen¢ Rio Grande Valley State Park-0830), drive
with stop in Roma, Falcdtate ParK15-30-16.45), drive up
to Laredo (16.44.8), drive to San Antonio (after dark).
Stayed at the noisy Rodeway Inear centre.

Gulf of Mexico

Falcon State Park

1
!
!
1
!
)
1
t

~  McAllen
~

."\\___4

Laguna Madre

Bentsen

8/12 Walk in San Antonialong river toAlamo(09-13), drive to MEXICO
Airport. Flight San Antoni®allasLondon
9/12 Flight LondorCopenhagen (1417).
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Introduction

This tripreport deals with observations dfl mammals,128birds andone reptilefrom a 5-dayvisit to
southeastern TexasThe overall aim of the trip was to have some relaxed days with time fomatdhing,
sightseeingg and shopping.

Naturewise the main target was to see the uniqgue Whooping Cranes on their wgnbeinds in Aransas
NationalWildlife RefugeWith only five days available we concentratedaaouple olunique coastakites
and a brief visit to the Rio Grande valley fa¢ borderwith Mexico.As the trip 6r two in the group (Uffe
and Lene) wathe first visit ever to the Statesand the Nearctic region for that mattera generaltheme
was awishto see a good crossection ofcharacteristidNearctic birdgather than to find as many species
as possibleTo this engthe trip was very successful as we did record speciel tieendemic families to
be found in midwinter in this unique corner othe US This includedharismaticspecies likdBobwhite and
Saly Quailthe two Vultures, Crested Caracara, Aplomado Falcon, Whooping Crane, Black Skimmer,
Greater Roadrunner, Great Horned Owl, Great Kiskadee, GregBldagray Gnatcather, som&ood
warblersand many moreWe hacdcracking view of a Bobchtit also enjoyed Coyote and Racoon

The best way to enjoy the Whooping Cranes is to take a-tiipafrom Rockport. We booketthis on the
Inter-net and it worked very wellifww.whoopingcranetours.coin The trip was relaxed with plenty of time
to see both the cranes at closgiartersbesidesenjoying manyther wetlandbirdsand with good
information from the guide

Ourtrip was arranged with short notice amdostof our planning was based dd. Gosney2011):Finding
Birds in Southern Texaapplemented with various informatidinom the internet. For a brief visit this was
very useful and helped us to focus. After the trip we have seen M.Cooksey & R.Weeks!(2006%i NR S NI &
Guide to the Texas Coastd M.W.Lockwood et al. (2008): . A KiRde MIhé& Rio Grande Vallepoth

from American Birding Associatiofhe two bookgan be strongly recommendegnone the least if one

does have sufficient time to exploit the multiple options.

We had planned a onday visit to Mexico but following @l advice we decided not to take the risk.

Addresses:

Uffe Gjgl Sgrensen, Overgaden Oven Vandet 68;24D& Copenhagen K, Denmaflel004524214221.
E-mail contact(at)ugsorensen.diSkype uffe.gjol.sorensen.

HansJgrgen Bruun Pedersen, Mglleekérsvej 8, DK¥8240 Risskov, Denmarkel004551506321 E-mail
hjbp(at)privat.dk



http://www.whoopingcranetours.com/

MAMMALS

We managed to get photos of 8 mamnsglecies during the tripThis is marketly an * in front of the
species name.

1.
2.

7.

8.
9.

Virginia Opossunbidelphisvirginiana 4/12road killdrive S of Austin to Rockport
*Eastern CottontaiSylvilagusloridanus 7/12 1(see leftphoto below) Falcon State Park

Blacktailed Jackrabbit_epus californicug/12 1road kill(was likely this specied)ive Falcon State

Parkto Laredo

*EasternFoxSquirrelSciurus nige#/12 10+Hill Country Inn & Suitg§San Antonig)5/12 5

Aransas National Wildlife Refugé12 10+ (see right photo above}entsen 8/12 20San Antonio
Unidentified Bat 3/12 at least twospecies noticed by use of bdetector Hill Country Inn & Suites

(San Antonio). 4
*BobcatLynx rufus7/12 1Bentsen The bobcat crossed the road right in front of us near one of the______
feedingstations. According to local birders this was not an unusual behavior of this individual. One

of the absolute highlights of the trip.

*CoyoteCanis latrans4/12 1road killdrive S of Austin to RockpoB/12 1 Aransas National
Wildlife Refuge6/12 1 Aplamado Falcosite (E of Laguna Vist&f12 1Bentsen

*Racoon Procyon lotor5/12 1 Aransas National Wildlife Refuge

*Wild BoarSus scrofeb/12 1 Aransas National Wildlife Refugeral population.

10. *White-tailed DeerOdocoileus virginianus/12 1 Aransas National Wildlife Refuge

11. *Atlantic Bottle-nosed DolphinTurniopgruncates 5/12 3x(see photo belowpoat-trip to Aransas
NationalWildlife Refuge6/12 3drive Harlingen to South Padre
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BIRDS

During the trip we managed to get photos8 birdspecies. This is marked by an * in front of the species
name.

*Plain Chachalac@rtalis vetula 7/12 15+see left photcabové Bentsen.

Scaled QuaiCallipepla squamatar/12 3Falcon State Park

*Northern BobwhiteColinus virginianus//12 8(see central phot@bove)Falcon State Park

Blackbellied WhistlingDuckDendrocygna autumnalig/12 6aroundLighthousdnn (Rockport)

Snow Goos&€hen caerulescend/12 100+drive S of Austin to RockpoB/12 6 adult 1 juvenile

Aransas National Wildlife Refug#12 200+drive Rockport to Harlingen

GadwallAnas streperab/12 10Aransas National Wildlife Refuge

7.  *American WigeorAnasamericana5/12 5Aransas National Wildlife Refug®12 +(see right

photo above)l.aguna Madre

*Mallard Anas platyrhyncho$/12 20+ San Antonid&Jndoubtedly domestic origin

*Mottled DuckAnas fulvigula6/12 2drive Harlingen to South Padré(seeleft photo below)

LagunaMadre.

10. Northern ShoveleAnas clypeatad/12 3drive S of Austin to Rockport 5

11. *Northern PintailAnas acuta5/12 50boat-trip to Aransas National Wildlife RefugeAransas -
National Wildlife Refugés/12 +LagunaJadre.

12. *RedheadAythyaamericana5/12 200boat-trip to Aransas National Wildlife Refud#®0+
Aransas National Wildlife Refud#12 +(seecentralphoto below)LagunaMadre.

13. Ringnecked DuclkAythya collaris5/12 1 maleAransas National Wildlife Refuge

14. *Lesser Scaupythya affinis5/12 30+Aransas National Wildlife Refud#12 + (see central photo
below) LagunaMadre.

15. *BuffleheadBucephala albeolé/12 40+boat-trip to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge

16. Common Goldeney8ucephala clanguld/12 30+boat-trip to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge

17. Hooded Mergansetophodytes cucullatusb/12 3boat-trip to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge

18. Redbreasted MerganseMergus serrator5/12 2boat-trip to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge

19. *Common LoorGavia immer5/12 2 aroundLighthousdnn (Rockport)12boat-trip to Aransas
National Wildlife Refugeés/12 1around Lighthouse Inn (Rockport)

20. *Piedbilled GrebePodilymbugodiceps5/12 1 Aransas National Wildlife Refug#12 15(see
right photobelow) LagunaViadre, 7/12 1Bentsen

21. Blacknecked Grebd?odiceps nigricolli$/12 4Aransas National Wildlife Refuge

22. *White IbisEudocimus albu€y/12 8 boattrip to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, 2 Aransas
National Wildlife Refuge, 6/12 3 Laguna Madre.

23. Roseate SpoonbilPlatalea ajaja5/12 10 boattrip to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

20.

30.
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37.

38.

*Great Blue Heromrdea herodiasb/12 2 around Lighthouse Inn (Rockport) %8t photo
above)boat-trip to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, + Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, 6/12 10
Laguna Madre, 7/12 1 drive BentsenRalcon State Park

*(American)Great EgretArdealalba] egretta. 5/12 1 around Lighthouse Inn (Rockport), 15 boat
trip to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, + Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, 6/12 10 Laguna
Madre, 7/12 1 Bentsen.

Snowy EgreEgretta thula 5/12 5 boattrip to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, + Aransas
National Wildlife Refuge, 6/12 5 Laguna Madre.

Little Blue HerorEgretta caerulea5/12 1 boattrip to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, 1 Aransas
National Wildlife Refuge, 6/12 2 Laguna Madre.

*Tricolored HerorEgretta tricolor 5/12 5 boattrip to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, 6/12 8
Laguna Madre.

*Reddish EgreEgretta rufescens/12 2 boattrip to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, 6/12 1
Laguna Madre.

*Blackcrowned NightHeronNycticorax nycticoraxs/12 3 boattrip to Aransas National Wildlife
Refuge.

*Yellow-crowned NightHeronNyctanassa violace®/12 4 San Antonio.

* American White Pelicafelecanus erythrorhynchds/12 2 around Lighthouse Inn (Rockport),
100+ boattrip to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, + Aransas National Wildlife Refuge35/12
Laguna Madre.

*Brown PelicarPelecanus occidentals/12 25+ around Lighthouse Inn (Rockport), 50+ Hapt
to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, + Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, 6/12 + drive Harlingen to
South Padrel20+ Laguna Madreb0+ Mexican Gulf coast

*Neotropic CormorantPhalacrocorax brasilianus/12 10aroundLighthousdnn (Rockport)10

boat-trip to Aransas National Wildlife Refug#12 +,8/12 2 San Antonio

*Doublecrested CormoranPhalacrocorax auritugl/12 1?drive S of Austin to RockpoB/12 5
aroundLighthousdnn (Rockport)50+boat-trip to Aransas National Wildlife RefugeAransas

National Wildlife Refugés/12 +,7/12 +Falcon State Park

AnhingaAnhinga anhinga6/12 2drive Harlingen to South Padré/12 1Bentsen

Un-identified Vultures.4/12 150+drive S of Austin to Rockpoit5+Aransas National Wildlife
Refuge6/12 commonas soon as the fog vanished.

*Black VultureCoragyps atratus4/12 Hill Country Inn & Suitg$San Antoniq)2 drive S of Austin

to Rockport5/12 1boat-trip to Aransas National Wildlife RefugeAransas National Wildlife
Refuge6/12 +,7/12 2Bentsen 5 (incl. 3 over Mexic@yrive Bentsen td-alcon State Payk

*Turkey VultureCathartes aura4/12 8drive S of Austin to RockpoB/12 5aroundLighthouse

Inn (Rockport)40+boat-trip to Aransas National Wildlife RefugeAransas National Wildlife
Refuge6/12 ++, 7/12 2Bentsen +drive Bentsen td-alcon State Payk Falcon State Park-drive
Falcon State Patk Laredq 8/12 1San Antonio
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